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A historically significant
letter, prison cell key and
numerous original
lithographs are among the
treasures in Francis (Perry)
Spiteri Paris’s fascinating
Oscar Wilde collection that
will be on display between
March and May 2017. 

In the letter sent to the
Pall Mall Gazette on 2
October, 1894, Wilde denied
anonymous authorship of the
highly controversial novel,
The Green Carnation, whose
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Benjamin Disraeli (1804–1881)
Disraeli rose to become the Conservative
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and a
literary figure. The caricature, drawn by Carlo
Pellegrini, was the first of over 2,300
published by Vanity Fair. 

Alfred Tennyson (1809–1892)
Tennyson was Poet Laureate during much of
Queen Victoria’s reign. Wilde was acquainted
with many literary and artistic figures in
British society, including Tennyson. 

Carlo Pellegrini (1839–1889)
Drew the first caricature to appear in Vanity
Fair in 1869. He originally signed his work
using the pseudonym ‘Singe’ and later, more
famously, ‘Ape’ (Italian for bee). Wilde’s
caricature appeared in May 1884 (No. 305),
titled ‘Oscar’.

Randolph Henry Spencer
Churchill (1849–1895)
Third son of the seventh Duke of
Marlborough and father of future Prime
Minister Winston Churchill. He was fond of
social life and together with his wife Jennie
moved in the same circles as Oscar Wilde. 
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lead characters bore distinct
similarities to the Dublin-born writer
and his lover Lord Alfred Douglas,
known as Bosie. 

The novel, a first edition of which
also features in the collection, formed
part of the evidence against the writer
during his prosecution for
homosexuality. Even though it later
transpired that The Green Carnation
was actually written by Robert
Hichens, Wilde was sentenced to two
years’ hard labour. Perry recently also
acquired the highly sought-after key
to Wilde’s cell at Reading Gaol prison. 

However, it is perhaps Perry’s
unstinting efforts to amass a number
of original lithographs that paint the
most intriguing picture of Wilde.
From Tennyson to Disraeli, the
images for Vanity Fair feature
prominent individuals connected with
the writer spanning a period of more
than 30 years. 

On a recent visit to Malta, actor
and writer Stephen Fry, who played
the title role in the 1997 biopic Wilde,
was enthralled by the collection. We
look forward to visitors sharing his
enthusiasm.

 Collecting Oscar Wilde
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ABOUT THE
FOUNDATION
Unique collections need a special home,
where members of the public can view,
appreciate and enjoy these wonderful
treasures. 

The Storm Petrel Foundation, a non-
profit voluntary organisation, was set up in
2013 precisely for this purpose: to promote
culture, arts and natural heritage by
providing a home for private collections 
that would otherwise remain unseen. 

There are a number of Maltese
individuals who over the years have put
together fascinating collections of objects
and artefacts, and the Foundation will be
playing its part in the safeguarding of these
valued pieces.  

Shortly after it was set up, the
Foundation acquired a traditional Maltese
townhouse at 79 Triq San Anton, Attard.
After carrying out painstaking renovation 
to turn the property into a suitable
exhibition space, the Foundation is now 
fully up-and-running. 

Facilities at the property mean that items
can be curated and preserved to the highest professional
standards. Acquisitions are organised as distinct units or
bequests in acknowledgement of their provenance – making it
possible for the Foundation, researchers, as well as the general
public, to browse detailed catalogue entries about each
individual collection. It is a house worth visiting and revisiting.
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For enquiries on individual, group visits or events, please contact:
info@stormpetrelfoundation.org
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